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as " one of the most wonderful and incomprehensible phenomena in the his- 
tory of the human mind." " Incomprehensible ! " Then it is admitted that 
Hebrew prophecy cannot be fully accounted for on natural lines. Elsewhere 
it is pointed out that when Amos foresaw danger from Assyria that country 
was in a condition of the deepest confusion and impotence, so that his fore- 
sight was not the result of political comparison. It seems then that the Old 
Testament contains a still unsolved enigma. Those who reject a supernatural 
revelation on Sinai in the time of Moses find themselves confronted in the 
prophets with a mystery which they are quite unable to penetrate. They have 
only shifted the difficulty, not solved it. W. T. S. 



The Parchments of the Faith. By Rev. George E. Merrill. Philadel- 
phia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1894. Pp.288. $1.25. 

It is a pleasure to call attention to this little handbook of textual history. 
There are, of course, many larger and more complete histories of manuscripts 
and versions, of textual criticism and discoveries, but the author of this volume 
has compressed so much material into so convenient a shape, and writes so 
simply and attractively, that one is tempted to say that it is precisely the 
work needed by pastors and all students who wish a handbook rather than a 
treatise. The subjects of some of the chapters of the book will show its 
range and purpose : The Bible of Jesus and the Apostles, the Hebrew Manu- 
scripts, the Targums and the Talmud, the Classes and Characteristics of New 
Testament MSS., the Two Older Greek MSS., Curious Fragments and Discov- 
eries, the Later Discoveries, Illustrations of [Textual] Criticism. Especially is 
the beginner in these studies recommended to read the chapter upon the Science 
and the Critics, in which is to be found a rapid account of the great textual 
critics, with their most important works. The entire volume is fresh and up 
to date. Its statements are reliable, and altogether it gives an admirable 
popular treatment to a by no means easy subject. 

It is a pity that the author did not give his readers a select bibliography, 
although this defect is partly remedied by the few footnotes. 

The make of the book is somewhat better than most others published by 
the Baptist Publication Society, and in the light of the decided advance in 
taste and mechanical work shown in Dr. Lorimer's Argument for Christianity , 
encourages us to believe that this Society will hereafter give us not merely 
good books but well-made books. S. M. 



The Argument for Christianity. By George C. Lorimer, D.D., Minister 
at Tremont Temple. Philadelphia : American Baptist Publication Society, 
1894. Pp. 480. $2. 

The general plan of this new addition to the rapidly growing library of 
Christian evidences is better fitted for a series of popular lectures than for a 
technical treatise — which we do not understand to have been intended by the 
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author. After an introductory chapter in which has been collected a number 
of more or less appropriate quotations from Lecky, Scherer, Lowell, Max 
Muller, Mr. Collins of England, James Martineau, Caird, the Jewish Messen- 
ger, and Robert Browning, not to mention many others quoted indirectly, the 
author devotes nine chapters to the arguments from History, Christ, Testi- 
mony, Miracles, Prophecy, Humanity, Achievement, Concession, Comparison. 
Throughout all these chapters the same generous use of books is continued, 
reference being made to 243 writers. Too often this compilation grows 
pedantic, and the cementing original matter overweighted with illustration. 
In one chapter, at least, however (that on the argument from Concession), the 
method of the compiler is legitimate, and of considerable value. Outside of 
an avowed book of quotations, it would be difficult to find within the same 
compass a more complete collection of the concessions made by men of all 
sorts of belief and unbelief to Christianity. In his chapter upon the Argument 
from Testimony, the author is naturally confronted with the one essential 
problem of modern apologetics — the bearing of historical criticism upon faith. 
His treatment is that of a man who struggles to be impartial, but who is a 
stranger to this branch of the biblical sciences except as it is set forth in popu- 
lar introductions like that of Dods. His knowledge of historical criticism ip 
general is to be inferred from his inability to distinguish between myths and 
legends (p. 45) and his indignation over the the "effrontery" of a Swiss guide 
who had insinuated a doubt as to the existence of William Tell (p. 127). An 
equally surprising exhibition of easy faith is to be seen in the author's enthu- 
siasm over the scratches upon the rocks of the Sinaitic peninsula, which, it is 
affirmed, cannot be accounted for by any theory except "that which attributes 
them to the Hebrews during their forty years of wandering" (p. 57). Never- 
theless, it speaks well not only for the author's catholic sympathy but also for 
the cause of evangelical religion that these words should be appended to this 
in many ways unsatisfactory account of criticism : " That it [historical criti- 
cism] has advanced the cause of truth, notwithstanding its frequent desertions 
to the other side, will, I am persuaded, be apparent from its contributions 
toward an intelligent and convincing argument in support of the genuineness 
and authenticity of the New Testament writings" (p. 131). 

When Dr. Lorimer passes from these fields, in which the best treatment is 
possible only for specialists, into the more familiar sphere of evangelical argu- 
ment and appeal, the worth of his work increases. It is true that even here 
there is little strictly original except characteristic earnestness and rhetoric, 
but the matter is certainly readable, despite a constant tendency to verbosity. 
What is far better it will be helpful to the rank and file of Christians. 
Above all would we congratulate the cause of popular apologetics that while 
this new work is not that of a specialist, it is marked by an honest and suc- 
cessful attempt to appreciate the position of opponents, wide reading, and an 
absence of much of the ignorant tirade against modern biblical study which 
too often marks the spoken and printed words of earnest pastors. S. M. 



